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ASA Announces Second Pen to Podium Lecture
Calendar of
Events
March 24-March 28
The Great War:
Arkansas in World War I
Traveling Exhibit
Harding University
Searcy
March 9-March 20
The Great War:
Arkansas in World War I
Traveling Exhibit
Arkansas Museum Association Meeting
Historic Washington Museum
March 14-23
African American Legislators Exhibit
Fairfield Bay Community Education
Center
March 28
From Pen to Podium: ASA Quarterly
Lecture Series featuring Elizabeth Hill
Historic Arkansas Museum

Since 1987 Americans have observed the month of March as
Women’s History Month. This year also marks a significant
milestone in the history of Arkansas women, the 100th anniversary
of the passage of the Riggs Act, which allowed women to vote in
the state’s Democratic primary. With this being a particularly
significant year for Arkansas Women’s History Month, we are
proud to announce that the second installment in our quarterly
lecture series, Pen to Podium, will feature Elizabeth Hill, who will
speak about her book, A Splendid Piece of Work, a history of
Arkansas’s home demonstration clubs.
Hill has crafted an interesting narrative of the role that women
have played through the years in Arkansas. She expands the
common picture of the home demonstration club from being a
group of women learning to quilt to often being the reason why
many Arkansans were able to survive tough economic times. Hill
has also recently published Faithful to Our Tasks, on the
experiences of Arkansas women in World War I, through Butler
Center Books.
A wine and cheese reception sponsored by the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives will precede the lecture
from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the lobby of Historic Arkansas Museum. Ms. Hill will be on hand during this time to
sign copies of her book, which will be on sale in the museum store. The lecture will begin at 7:00 p.m.
The lecture and reception are free, but registration is required due to space limits. To register for the event,
contact events.archives@arkansas.gov or call 501-682-6900. Space is quickly filling up, reserve your spot soon!

ASA Welcomes New Donations
We recently received donations from two state organizations — the Arkansas
Railroad Club and the Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas, supporting the Arkansas
State Archives’ efforts to document the history and culture of our state in all its
manifestations.
Railroads have played such a large part in the history of Arkansas. Many of our
towns owe their existence to the arrival of the railroad. The Arkansas Railroad
Club records contain newspaper clippings, photographs, and other supporting
documentation used to create the group’s newsletter from 1981 to 2001. David
Hoge, Treasurer of the Arkansas Railroad Club and President John Hodkin were
on hand to present a $1000 donation to the ASA for the processing of these materials.
The ASA was also delighted to establish a relationship with the Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas, a group formed in 1931
and dedicated to the promotion of poetry and the support of poets in Arkansas. PRA President Dennis Patton and PRA
newsletter editor Donna Smith were on hand to deliver a collection of the group’s annual anthologies, as well as a copy
of The Green Linen of Summer and Other Poems by Lily Peter who served as Poet Laureate of Arkansas from 1971 to
1991.

Donna Smith, Jane Wilkerson, and
Dennis Patton display a copy of the
PRA’s annual poetry anthology.

If you are a member of an Arkansas club, society or organization, we hope you will consider donating your archives to us!

Connect with Us on Social Media!

ASA Intern Spotlight
Since January, the ASA has had two students from the
University of Central Arkansas working with us as interns.
Next month we will focus on Alexa Burnside; this month we
shine the spotlight on Becky Ballard.
What is your project here at the ASA? I’ve been assisting Brian
Irby on designing a lesson plan. So far, I’ve been doing
research and gathering materials for use in the lesson plan.
What have you gained from working on that project? I started
this internship with the hopes that I would learn how public
history works and to gain guidance into what to do once I
graduate. I’ve learned that I really enjoy working with
historical documents, so it has helped me focus my career
goals towards working in museums or archives. I find this
kind of work very interesting.
Have you been able to pick up any particular historical knowledge while working at the ASA?
The lesson plan I’ve been helping create is about civil liberties during World War I. It has
been an eye opener. I’ve always thought that at the beginning of the war everyone was on
board and gung ho about the war. What I’ve learned during my research is that not everyone
was supportive of the war and that the government was trying to stamp out any dissent of
the war.
We’ve been happy to have Becky working with us as an intern at the ASA and welcome any
students who might be interested in doing their internships at the ASA. To learn more about
internships, contact us at 501-682-6900 or email us at state.archives@arkansas.gov.

Black History Commission News
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In June, the Black History Commission of Arkansas is
sponsoring a seminar on Arkansas African Americans
in World War I. “Jim Crow Goes to War,” will be held at
the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center on June 10. One
of those individuals who we will be hearing more
about during the seminar is Maud Evergreen Hines
White (pictured here).
At the time that the United States entered the war,
White was 28 years old and living in Sweet Home.
Despite the call for all Americans to “do their part” in
the war effort, African American women often
struggled to find an outlet for patriotic impulses due to
widespread societal discrimination, especially in
southern states. Many American women flocked to
join the American Red Cross, but the organization
refused to accept African American women as nurses
in the first several months of US involvement in the
war. Not until the fall of 1918, after the United States
had been involved in the war for more than a year, did
the Red Cross allow African American women into
nursing services. In the fall of that year, the Spanish Influenza devastated army units
across the globe. As the military medical tents filled with flu victims, nursing shortages
became severe. This was a critical factor in moving the Red Cross to accept African
American women as nurses, where they cared for African American influenza patients.
Maud White became one of these early Red Cross nurses. She joined the organization in
Hot Springs and served there for the remainder of the war.
To learn more about Maude White and her life and experiences as a Red Cross nurse, we
hope you will join the BHCA and the State Archives for “Jim Crow Goes to War.” Be
watching the ASA’s Facebook page and news and events for information on how to
register coming in late April!
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From the Director
As we celebrate Women’s History Month, I am reflecting on the first group of Arkansas History
Commissioners (pictured at left), and wondering what it must have been like to be Clara B. Eno, the
lone female commissioner. In 1909 Governor George W. Donaghey moved to make the commission
permanent. Senate Bill No. 7 was introduced by Senator H. B. McKenzie to establish an archives
and history department under the governance of a commission. In reporting on the Governor’s
appointments to the new commission in June 1909, the Daily A rkansas Gazette reported that among
the new commissioners were Arkansas’s Supreme Court Chief Justice, two university presidents, a
professor of history and political science, a current State Senator, and former United States Senator.
The article names Eno as an appointee, but reveals little else about her.
A schoolteacher from Van Buren (Crawford County), Miss Eno dedicated her life to researching and
writing about Arkansas history, and collecting historical materials for the Arkansas History
Commission. Since 1905, Eno had served as one of the vice presidents of the Arkansas Historical
Association; and in that capacity, she assisted in drafting legislation to establish the History
Commission, now the Arkansas State Archives. Miss Eno served as a commissioner from 1909 until
her death in 1951 at the age of 97. In addition to her work with the Arkansas History Commission,
Eno began the campaign to save the Old State House in 1908. A scholar as well as an advocate for
historical preservation, she served as associate editor of the A rkansas Historical Quarterly for many
years. She authored numerous newspaper articles on historical subjects and authored or co-authored three works on Arkansas history: History of the
Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs, 1897-1935 (1935); Historic Places in Arkansas (1940); and History of Crawford County, Arkansas (1950).
Today both the Arkansas History Commission and the Black History Commission of Arkansas have multiple women members. Both commissions
are, in fact, chaired by women — Mary Dillard (AHC) and Carla Hines Coleman (BHCA). We are proud of their excellent leadership and grateful
for all they do for the preservation of our Arkansas history and heritage — and we recognize the debt that all women owe to our foremothers, like
Clara Eno, who paved the way so that later generations of women could have an active role in public life. — Dr. Lisa K. Speer

News from NEARA

News from SARA

On Friday March 3rd, the
Northeast Arkansas Regional
Archives held an open house
to
celebrate
our
6th
anniversary. The event was
sponsored by the Lawrence
County Historical Society
who graciously provided
refreshments,
volunteers,
and decorations. According
to sign-in sheets, over 80
people, including several
local and state representatives, attended the event to honor six years of
NEARA’s service to the community.

The Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives has a
wealth of historical and genealogical information
available in its collections of original Hempstead
County Court records. These can often fill gaps
in the historical record for events that took place
between census years and should not be
overlooked in research.
Many of these
Hempstead County records were salvaged by
various individuals in the late 1930s when the
county seat was moved from Washington to
Hope and were eventually donated to SARA. One
record from the Monroe collection involves a
divorce suit between Emma Almand, plaintiff,
and Joseph H. Almand, defendant.
In the
Complaint in Equity, Emma contended that she
was abandoned ten months after their marriage. She stated in her deposition
taken 1 September 1888 that the marriage had taken place 12 November
1883 in Hempstead County. However, county marriage records give the date
as 15 November 1882. This would mean the alleged abandonment took place
around September 1883. In Emma’s deposition, she stated, “That they had
born to them one girl child named Nobie on the 15th day of April 1884, that
said child was born after their separation.” She desired “that the bonds of
matrimony existing…may be dissolved and that she may be restored to all the
rights of an unmarried person and that she may have the sole care and
custody of her said child and for other relief.” The divorce and custody were
granted and later Hempstead County marriage records indicate that Emma
was again using her maiden name, Moore, and that she married William
Kirkpatrick on 4 November 1888. Her second marriage ended sometime in
the early 1890s due to William’s death as Emma is listed on the 1900 census
in Hempstead County as a widow living with her daughters Noby, Snow, and
Perl (born in 1893). It’s important to note that during a time when women
had few rights, Emma was able to successfully sue for divorce and gain
custody of her oldest daughter.

I’d like to take a moment to personally thank the volunteers who assisted
at the event, and who give their time weekly to help NEARA: Ethel
Thompkins, Vesta Smith, Catherine Ponder Jones, Jeannette and Wayne
Darris, Joan Holland, and Pat Barnes. These volunteers are hard-working
and passionate about history. They’ve helped with indexing, cleaning,
organizing, and event planning. I’m deeply appreciative of their support!
NEARA is dedicated to serving the 16-county region which makes up the
northeast corner of Arkansas. Staff is available to give presentations,
school talks, professional development programs, research assistance, and
preservation advice. For these past six years, it has been NEARA’s
pleasure to serve the northeast Arkansas community and it is my hope
that NEARA will continue in this capacity for many years to come!
NEARA is open to the public Tuesday through Saturday, 8am to 4:30pm. If
you would like to volunteer, or need assistance in any way, please contact
Meredith McFadden, Archival Manager at 870-878-6521 or
northeast.archives@arkansas.gov .
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New at the ASA

Volunteer Spotlight
Readers of this newsletter are
well aware of the value that we
place on our volunteers. There
are so many projects that have
been completed at the ASA
thanks to help from volunteers.
This month, we express our
gratitude to LaRae Shurley for
her help on organizing a
collection of court records from
Cleveland County.
The records covered the years of 1846 to 1984 and comprised 82 cubic feet.
LaRae’s work consisted of pulling paperclips and nails from the delicate and
aging pages and unfolding records that had been folded for decades. It was
painstaking work. Along the way, she was able to learn a good deal about how
the court system worked in Arkansas over the years and how each section of
the court functions. “I . . . learned the differences between Chancery, Circuit,
and Probate courts,” LaRae, who is a sophomore at an area high school,
explained, ”Before . . . I never thought that each court would have specific
areas of expertise.” LaRae also discovered some surprises that challenged her
thinking on social history. “The most surprising thing I discovered while
working on the project was the amount of divorces that showed up. I thought
divorces were rare due to laws and religious ideas over marriages. But it
turned out that lots of people divorced and that it was not uncommon.”
LaRae looks forward to taking some of the skills and experiences she’s gained
from working on this project into the next chapter of her life as she prepares
to go to college in the next few years. We wish her luck and thank her for her
service to the ASA!

February 2017
Donations and Accessions
ASA
Poets' Roundtable of Arkansas collection, 0.5 cu. ft.
Arkansas Congressional speeches, 1893-1916, 0.10 cu. ft.
Panoramic photograph of Camp Pike: "Casual Co. Educational
Center, Camp Pike 1920," 1 item
Arkansas Railroad Club records, 2 cu. ft.
16 mm film of Batesville vs. Newport High school football game,
ca. 1960s, 1 reel
BHCA Seminar "Black Political Engagement in Arkansas" 3
DVDs
Mike Rankin genealogical collection, 1 item
United Provinces Exhibition photograph album (German), 1910
Little Rock General Store negative, 1 item
Little River Training School Alumni Association grant project
report, 0.25 cu. ft
We always receive more material than we are able to list in our
newsletter. For a full listing, see our blog
We appreciate the generous support of our donors!
http://arkansasstatearchives.blogspot.com/2017/03/
february-2017-acquisitions-and.html

In Honor of Women’s History Month, we present photographs from the Women’s History Collection on the Arkansas
Digital Archives website. Here are more of our favorites from that collection.
To see more, visit http://ahc.digital-ar.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16790coll14

Unidentified female employees at the C.J.
Lincoln Company in Little Rock, circa 1920
Frances Hunt and Erle Chambers
on the steps of the state capitol,
1923. They were the first women
elected to the state legislature.

World War I era poster urging women to take
part in the war effort.

Ila Upchurch showing off canning jars at the
McRae School Home Economics canning class,
1940s.

Former First Ladies at the Capitol building, 1955

-4-

